
Sarcotragus  spinosulus 

This first scuba diving survey of the shallow water 

Cyprus sponge fauna allowed to identify 32 sponge 

taxa in total (23 at species level and 8 at genus level) 

from 5 sampling sites at 2-15 m depth. 

The Mediterranean Sea, with over 650 sponge species recorded in total and a percentage of endemics around 50%, is one of the marine areas richest of porifera. 

Notwithstanding this the sponge fauna of the Levantine Sea is still poorly known.  

 

As to Cyprus, just one paper deals of  freshwater sponges and other 3 report on 3 protected species of marine sponges. More detailed is the information about commercial 

sponge fishery and its decline after the dramatic 1986 disease. 

 

 

Keratosa are the most common order.  

According to the presence/absence in the different sites, the 

most common species (presences/sampling sites) are 

Chondrosia reniformis (5/5), 

Crambe crambe, Sarcotragus fasciculatus (4/5),   

Haliclona (Rhizoniera) sarai, Petrosia clavata,  

Phorbas fictitius, Sarcotragus spinosulus (3/5). 

Six species (26%) out of the 23 identified in total are Mediterranean 

endemics, a percentage significantly lower than that of the whole 

Mediterranean Sea. Ten sponge species are recorded in the Levantine 

Basin for the first time. The majority of species are common and 

previously reported by several authors from Mediterranean Sea. 

Focusing on Keratosa (15 species), to which the majority of recorded taxa belong, the complete 

absence of Dendroceratida could be ascribed to their actual rarity in the Mediterranean Sea (e.g. 

Darwinellidae), but also to their inconspicuous aspect. Among Dictyoceratida the family Irciniidae is 

represented by 7 taxa of Ircinia (Ircinia oros, Ircinia retidermata, Ircinia variabilis, Ircinia sp. 1, Ircinia 

sp. 2, Ircinia sp. 3 and Ircinia sp.4) and 4 of Sarcotragus (Sarcotragus fasciculatus,  

Sarcotragus foetidus, Sarcotragus spinosulus and Sarcotragus sp.). 

The family Spongiidae is represent by Spongia zimocca. 

 

Agelas oroides Schmidt, 1864 

Calyx nicaensis Risso, 1826 

Haliclona (Reniera) cratera Schmidt, 1862 

Haliclona (Rhizoniera) sarai Pulitzer-Finali, 1969 

Ircinia retidermata Pulitzer-Finali & Pronzato,1980 

Cliona parenzani  Corriero & Scalera-Liaci, 1997 

Tab. 1 Endemic species  

Cyprus is one of the traditional sites of fishery and trade of bath sponges. 

The severe Mediterranean diseases at the end of the last century virtually stopped this activity, making very rare, or locally extinct, the 4 species of Spongia (S. lamella,  

S. mollissima, S. officinalis and S. zimocca) and Hippospongia (Hippospongia communis) supporting this fishery.  

The present record of Spongia zimocca could be an important sign of new recruitment of this traditionally exploited and much sought-after bath sponge. 
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Fig. 2 Common species 

Fig. 1  

* The species found just once were not reported in the figure. 
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